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UNIT 8L Sound and Hearing 

Level 3

Identify some sources of sound

Recognise that sound travels through the air

Use simple terms to describe sounds e.g. quiet, loud

Level 4

Use term vibration to describe how sounds are produced

Describe how changing the speed and size of vibration can effect the sound.

Recognise that sound can travel through solids, liquids and gases but not a vacuum. 

Be able to explain why we see lightning before we hear thunder 

Describe how we hear sound, using a diagram 

Level 5

Explain why sounds can't travel through a vacuum 

Explain pitch and loudness inn terms of vibrations 

Describe oscilloscope traces 

Use the terms reflect and absorb to describe how sounds interact with materials Explain how echoes occur 

Level 6 

Use the terms amplitude and frequency

Explain how the ear works and explain why loud sounds damage our hearing

Compare human range of hearing with that of other animals

Begin to describe sound in terms of energy transfer

Explain sound as a wave

Level 7 

Use idea of energy and particles to explain how sound travels

Use the particle model to explain why sound travels faster in solids and liquids compared to gases 

Use the idea of energy dissipation to explain why sounds get fainter the further they have to travel

